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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



August and September, 



Although there was no direct result of the efforts made 
to reduce standing armies or to cease the increase of 
navies, yet the discussion of these questions has given 
food for thought to the people of the civilized nations, 
who more and more are making their influence felt for 
the maintenance of peace and the cause of international 
arbitration. It is a matter of congratulation that much 
was accomplished tending to the peaceful settlement of 
difficulties between nations, and particularly that a per- 
manent tribunal for hearing and settling international 
disputes and quarrels has been established. We further 
rejoice that the United States government is negotiating 
treaties with friendly nations, some of which have been 
confirmed, whereby questions and disputes between us 
and them may be referred to arbitration for settlement.'' 



Notes on the London Peace Congress. 

Lord Courtney of Penwith, President of the Congress, 
gave great satisfaction to all the members. He presided 
at the reception in the Hotel Metropole on Monday 
evening, at the opening session Tuesday morning, at the 
great public meeting in Queen's Hall Tuesday evening, 
at the opening of the session Thursday, when the depu- 
tation of Bishops from the Lambeth Conference brought 
greetings, and was one of the speakers at the banquet 
given by the government on Friday night. His speeches 
on all these occasions were of very high value, simple, 
direct, manly, loyal to all the best ideals of international 
life, and free entirely from that pandering to militarism 
and its demands to which far too many would-be friends 
of peace in high places, in both church and state, are 
given. Lady Courtney, at her husband's side, by her 
cordiality, her tireless courtesies and attentions, and her 
womanly tact, added much to the pleasure of the members. 

The chairman of the business sessions was Joseph G. 
Alexander, a member of the London Bar, who for more 
than thirty years was secretary of the International Law 
Association. He has attended and taken part in practi- 
cally all the Peace Congresses and otherwise been thor- 
oughly identified with the peace movement. His wide 
acquaintance with the continental peace workers and his 
knowledge of their languages qualified him admirably to 
perform the difficult task of conducting the deliberations, 
which he did in a manner that pleased everybody. 

The absence from the Congress of so many of the old 
and leading peace workers who have for many years 
been pillars of the cause, was most striking. Hodgson 
Pratt, Elie Ducommun and William Randal Cremer have 
gone. So have General Tttrr of Hungary and John de 
Bloch. Frederic Passy was kept away by his great age 
and feebleness of body. So was Fredrik Bajer of Den- 
mark. Novicow of Russia was absent. The Baroness 
von Suttner, E. T. Moneta, Ellen Robinson, Dr. Darby, 
Dr. Richter and a few others of the older workers were 
still with us. But the work is passing, as the Congress 
made evident, into the hands of new workers. It was 
encouraging, even inspiring, to see that the newer 
workers are, for the most part, manifesting the same 
intelligence, unselfish devotion and loyalty to the princi- 
ples and aims of the movement as did the pioneers. 

The Social side of the Congress was unusually promi- 
nent. Nothing was left undone by the London workers 



to assure the enjoyment of the delegates. In addition to 
the opening reception given by Lord and Lady Courtney, 
on behalf of the committee of organization, and the great 
banquet given by the government the closing evening, 
there was an afternoon excursion to Windsor Castle, 
enjoyed by nearly all the delegates, a most delightful late 
afternoon garden party given by Sir Thomas and Lady 
Barclay, a charming evening reception given at their 
home by Mr. and Mrs. Felix Moscheles, an equally 
delightful reception at the studio of Mr. and Mrs. Percy 
Bigland, afternoon teas on the terrace of the Parliament 
Houses given to small groups of delegates by Mr. and 
Mrs. W. P. Byles (M. P.), a reception given at her 
home by Mrs. Green, widow of the historian, and a 
reception given by the National Liberal Club on Saturday 
evening to those delegates who still remained in London. 

On Wednesday evening, after the return from Wind- 
sor, an informal but most useful meeting was held in the 
Congress Hall of the Franco- British Exposition for the 
purpose of giving an opportunity for free interchange of 
views between the British and the foreign delegates. 
J. G. Alexander, Chairman of the Congress, presided. 
Mr. Ruyssen (France) spoke of the great improvement 
which had taken place in the relations of France and 
Great Britain. He pleaded for an entente cordiale among 
all the nations. Dr. Heilberg (Germany) spoke frankly 
of the supposed " probability of war " between England 
and Germany. He urged his hearers not to believe 
everything said by the " yellow " press, not to estimate 
national feeling from the expressions of a few such papers 
and a few jingo public men, but to "beware of people 
who poisoned the political wells." " It was the duty of 
the nations to try to think well of one another." Other 
speakers were Mr. Allegret from France, Mr. Moneta 
from Italy, Dr. Urafrid from Germany and Senator La 
Fontaine from Belgium. 

At the time of the Congress, an important memorial 
was forwarded to the Prime Minister by Mr. Murray 
Macdonald, M. P., signed by one hundred and forty-four 
members of the House of Commons, urging that "the 
present moment is eminently propitious for a renewal of 
efforts" by the British government for a reduction in 
expenditures on armaments. The memorial points out 
that in the past decade the increase in the expenditures 
on the British army has been sixty-three per cent, and 
on the navy fortyrthree per cent. 

On Sunday morning, July 26, it was announced in all 
the Roman Catholic churches of London that the Pope 
had conferred his patronage on the Peace Congress and 
directed that prayers should be offered up for the pro- 
motion of international peace. The prayers were recited 
at the evening services. 

Benjamin F. Trueblood, in addition to representing 
the American Peace Society at the London Peace Con- 
gress, was also one of the delegates from the International 
Law Association (1 Mitre Court Buildings, Temple, 
London, E. C). 

One of the most interesting episodes in the Congress 
was the occasion, on the first day, when an admirably 
worded manifesto was received from Russia. Great re- 
gret was felt at the absence of delegates from Russia. 
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This regret was only partially removed by the reception 
of this manifesto from a large number of Russian scientists, 
philanthropists, journalists and poets. The reading of it 
created the utmost satisfaction, and was received with 
round after round of applause. The signatories deplored 
the absence of Russian delegates from the Congress, and, 
writing as the advocates of peace, expressed the belief 
that almost every intelligent Russian has an intense hatred 
of war. They expressed themselves as in entire agree- 
ment with the peace principles so eloquently expounded 
recently by Count Tolstoy, and hoped the Congress 
would do much to further the cause which all well- 
wishers of the human race have at heart. They lamented 
the terrible condition of society at present existing in 
Russia, a condition accentuated by the evils of militarism. 

The condition of the Bloch Museum of Peace and War 
at Lucerne was laid before the Congress by Dr. Stein of 
Berne, who explained the grave financial difficulties to 
which the museum was still subject. Lucerne had prom- 
ised a new site, and it was proposed that the members 
of the Congress and all lovers of peace should subscribe 
100,000 francs for the removal of the building. It was 
intended to raise the money in shares of 500 francs 
($100 each), on which the holders would get a minimum 
interest of three per cent. The scheme was heartily en- 
dorsed by the Congress. 

Next to Great Britain, France had the largest number 
of delegates in the Congress — eighty from thirty so- 
cieties. The United States came next with fifty-one rep- 
resentatives from ten organizations. Germany was third, 
with thirty-four delegates from thirteen bodies. The 
United States delegation was distributed as follows: 
The American Peace Society, thirty-one; Universal 
Peace Union and National Association for Arbitration, 
four; New York City Peace Society, three; Massachu- 
setts State Board of Trade, three ; Philadelphia Friends 
Peace Association, three; Peace Association of Friends 
in America, two ; Utah Peace Society, three ; State of 
North Carolina, one; Peace Society of Southern Cali- 
fornia, one. The American delegates held special meet- 
ings of their own each day, under the chairmanship of 
Judge Raymond of Massachusetts. 

The labor demonstration on Saturday was noteworthy. 
More than a thousand members of the Unions participated 
in it. They met on the Embankment and marched 
thence to Trafalgar Square, headed by a new banner in- 
scribed " Seventeenth Universal Peace Congress. Work- 
ers of all Countries, Unite ! " Two platforms for speakers 
had been erected on the square, and the banners of the 
Peace Congress were hung over the bas-reliefs of the Nel- 
son Monument, which represented battles of the past. 
A choir of school children in front of the National Art 
Gallery sang peace songs. Several English and foreign 
speakers addressed the crowds, and a resolution was 
voted, amid great cheering, protesting against compulsory 
service and armaments. 

The American delegation at the Congress, in one of 
its meetings, adopted a resolution expressing regret that 
the United States government, which had helped to 
create the International Institute of Agriculture at 
Rome, had so far failed to appoint any expert represent- 
atives to assist in developing the work of the Institute. 



A copy of this resolution was forwarded to the State 
Department at Washington. 

Messages were read at the opening of the Congress 
from the Union of French Peace Societies, from the 
Antwerp Children's Peace Union, from Chile and Ar- 
menia. The Lord Provost of Glasgow, the Mayor of 
Munich, Lady Aberdeen, Professor Westlake, Sir Edward 
Fry, Ambassador Jules Cambon, the Bishop of London, 
the Nobel Committee of Norway all sent kind words of 
recognition. A. J. Balfour, Ex- Prime Minister, wrote: 
" Peace is the great interest of the civilized world." 
A breeze of laughter followed when he connected with 
the maintenance of peace the building of armaments. 
The Congress also had the support of the Free Church, 
the Wesleyan Methodist Conference, and a hearty "God 
bless you " from the foreign office of the Salvation Army. 
The friendly attitude of the Roman Church and the 
Church of England is spoken of elsewhere. 



News from the Field. 

As a result of addresses given before the schools of 
Goldsboro, N. C, list spring, by Dr. W. G. Hubbard, a 
vice-president of the American Peace Society, and Prof. 
F. S. Blair, of Guilford College, twenty-nine excellent 
peace essays were written by pupils of the schools. A 
prize was awarded for the best essay. 

Mr. F. Maddison, M. P., has been elected secretary of 
the International Arbitration League (11 Lincoln's Inn 
Fields, London, W. C.) to fill the place held by William 
Randal Cremer from the founding of the League till his 
death. Mr. Maddison becomes the editor of The Arbi- 
trator, the organ of the League, which Mr. Cremer con- 
ducted, and which has been published quarterly. The 
August number of The Arbitrator is a memorial number 
for Mr. Cremer. 

The annual meeting of the Virginia League for inter- 
national arbitration was held on Wednesday, August 10. 
All the old officers, Ex-Governor Montague, President, 
Mrs. R. A. Ricks, Secretary and Treasurer, and the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of six prominent men, were reelected. 
Mrs. L. R. Dashiell was appointed on the Executive 
Committee and twelve vice-presidents were elected. 
Dr. William G. Hubbard, a minister of the Society of 
Friends, visited Richmond in 1872, and again in 1893, 
giving lectures on peace. In 1906 Dr. Hubbard lec- 
tured in Richmond under the auspices of the American 
Peace Society, of which he is a vice-president. During 
this visit he was requested to appoint a committee to 
organize a league to be known as the Virginia League 
for Peace and Arbitration. The League was organized 
and has been steadily at work ever since. Peace liter- 
ature has been placed by it in the State library, books 
have been loaned and literature given away on the sub- 
ject, articles have been published in the religious and 
local papers of the city, and, at its suggestion, ministers 
have preached peace sermons. The State Bar Associa- 
tion invited Ex-Governor Montague, president of the 
League, to address their meeting in August. On the 
second Monday in October he is to give an address before 
the Ministers' Union on the " Gospel Feature of Peace." 
On December 1 the League is to have the honor of an 



